
And just like that, autumn is here! Golden, red and yellow leaves

falling, rain coasts and windbreakers getting a chance to come outside

again. Please enjoy this beautifully short season.

Also enjoy our 3rd Edition of the Spotlight Newsletter. In this edition

we will be featuring Dr. Chidinma Thompson and her remarkable

professional achievements thus far. We say ‘thus far’ as we believe

there is more to come. So watch that space. Read our spotlight on her

and be inspired.

We also want to highlight the NIDOA Annual Professional Dinner and

Networking Event taking place on October 13 & 14. This year’s event

promises to be one of a kind as we feature some excellent speakers

with sage knowledge on work and business. There will be a ‘Dragons

Den’ style elevator business pitch program, run on October 13th at the

Networking Event. At this program, participants will get a chance to

sell their business ideas to a panel of judges and sponsors such as RBC

and BDC.

You don’t want to miss this! See http://www.nidoacalgary.com or

Eventbrite.com for more information and tickets.

Remember, your feedback is always valuable and welcome here!

NIDOA Annual Professional Dinner and Networking Event

October 13 & 14 2017

“Akara and moi-moi get the same
parent. Na wetin dey pass tru
make dem different”
The finish line is the ultimate judge.

Dr. Chidinma Thompson, Partner 
at Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. 
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Dr. Chidinma Thompson becomes the first

Nigerian Lawyer to attain Partnership in a

Top Canadian Law Firm

Effective January 1, 2017, Dr. Chidinma

Thompson became a partner at Borden Ladner
Gervais LLP (“BLG”), the largest Law Firm in Canada,
making her the first Nigerian lawyer to attain
partnership level in one of the top Canadian Law
Firms. BLG is a full-service national Law Firm,
providing legal services in all areas of law, with over
700 lawyers and 5 offices in major cities across
Canada.
Dr. Chidinma Thompson joined BLG in 2009, after 8
years at the Nigerian Bar. While she has sound
knowledge and provides legal services in diverse
areas of commercial transactions, she specializes in
representing clients in law-suits at all levels of
courts, arbitration panels, and government board
hearings.

Dr. Chidinma Thompson with Mr. Neil McCrank, Q.C., former 
Alberta Deputy Minister of Justice and Chairman of  the 

Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board , at Women in 
Law Leadership Award in 2015.

In addition to her career successes, she is a volunteer in
many charitable organizations, the current Vice
President of NIDOA Calgary, mentor to several young
lawyers and students, a mother to two young children
and a dedicated wife.
Dr. Chidinma Thompson makes Nigerians in Calgary
proud. She may be reached at 403-232-9666 or
cthompson@blg.com. Stay tuned for the next chapter in
Dr. Chidinma Thompson’s book of firsts!

She also specializes in assisting businesses in
obtaining and maintaining government licenses and
approvals to operate, to complying with applicable
government regulations (including environmental
and carbon regulations), and dealing with regulatory
compliance queries, offences and hearings.

Attaining partnership is not the beginning of her book
of firsts. Chidinma Thompson was also the first person
to obtain a doctorate degree in law (Ph.D) from the
University of Calgary Law School. She won the Young
Women in Energy inaugural (first) award in 2014. She
was the first Nigerian to win the Women in Law
Leadership Award in 2015 (link below):
http://www.willawards.ca/the-awards/2015-will-

award-winners/. She also teaches law courses as
needed at the University of Calgary Law School, speaks
at conferences and publishes regularly on topical legal
issues.

With Right Honourable Kim Campbell, Q.C., Canada’s nineteenth 
and first female Prime Minister,  at Women in Law Leadership 

Award in 2015.
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